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Letter From the Editor

Declaration of Independence (1819), by John Trumbull; Public Domain

In this issue of Pretas we commemorate July 4th and the 250" anniversary of the Declaration
of Independence by beginning with five essays that attempt to follow John Adams’s advice to
explicate the “means and measures” of the Revolution. Many thanks to F. Cooper Adamo,
John W. Grant, Kevin Slack, Bob Subrick, and Thomas G. West, who challenge us to reflect
on the meaning of the greatest of American holidays.

In our first featured article, Michael Driscoll seeks to provide answers to longstanding
scholarly interpretive problems in John Locke’s theory of happiness. In his careful reading
of Locke’s works, focusing on the Fssay Concerming Human Understanding, Driscoll
stresses Locke’s teaching of degrees of happiness, whose gradations are mformed by a

standard of higher goods. Thus, Locke’s rejection of the “summum bonum”—the phrase
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appearing twice with two different meanings in the Fssay—is “not a repudiation of the
argument that there are goods that are more or less conducive to happiness.”

Marco A. Andreacchio writes on the philosophical significance of the ancient
identification of Mary as “New Lve.” Classical Mariology, he argues, 1s a theology that
embraces the natural reason of ancient Platonism. And far from a solely speculative matter,
this notion of reason “proves to be providential in the government of human affairs.”
Andreacchio distinguishes between a Christian midwifery of rationalism and modern forms
of voluntarism, first i the Machiavellian rejection of “common sense” and turn to
“rationalizing the irrational” in the “system of cunning we call technocracy.” Islam, he argues
1s also “an essentially voluntaristic doctrine,” “the most formidable traditional enemy of ‘life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness,” where liberty 1s key to happiness.” Itis only in New Eve
that nature 1s renewed: “what 1s hidden can become apparent to us; for what 1s eternally
hidden in nature, what hides by its very nature as truth (aletheia) is disclosed.”

Justin Lyons connects the iconic Tarzan stories of Edgar Rice Burroughs to the
philosophical literature on nature and natural law. Across his many novels, Burroughs
portrays his own quite comprehensive version of natural man, which Lyons compares to the
accounts of Aristotle, Aquinas, Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau. Lyons focuses on man’s
capacities for reason and speech, sociability, and ultimately the problems and desirability of
civil society. But some of the accounts of the state of nature resonate with Burroughs’s
mtention more than others. Pointing to the lessons we might glean from reflections on human
nature, Lyons argues that ultimately Tarzan has “more in common with Aristotelian and
Thomustic 1deas of a natural inclination toward society and a guiding natural law.”

Finally, we are proud to include Miriam J. Dawson’s English translation and mterpretive
essay of Cen Shen’s “Armies on the March”—reflections by the great Tang poet on the chaos
of war. Cen Shen, known for his frontier poetry, was granted permission to leave his post on
the western border to help subdue the An Shi Rebellion in the east. He later held a mid-
level position in the court. Dawson’s interpretive essay connects the poet’s somber works to
the decline of the civilization and culture he loved: “The An Shi Rebellion was a great
tragedy. It was eight years of death and destruction wrought upon the central plains of China.
The chaos destroyed the lives of the people and shattered the peace and prosperity that the

centralized imperial court of the Tang Dynasty Empire had created.”
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In our book reviews Ben Peterson appraises Josiah Osgood’s Lawless Republic: The
Rise of Cicero and the Decline of Rome—a provocative and necessary account for all
members of our society named after Cicero. Especially fitting for July 4th, Peter Cross
reviews Richard Ferrier’s The Declaration of America: Our Principles i Thought and
Action. Marisol Balderas reviews Thomas J. Tacoma’s The Political Thought of Calvin
Coolidge: Burkean Americanist. And Jacob Hiserman reviews David J. Staley and Dominic

DJ. Endicott’s Knowledge Towns: Colleges and Universities as T alent Magnets.

On June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee motioned for a resolution in the Continental Congress
“that these united colonies are and of right ought to be free and independent states.” He was
acting on instructions from the fifth Virginia Convention’s report from May 15, 1776 (see
below). The “Lee Resolution” contained a declaration of imndependence, a call to form
foreign alliances, and a plan for confederation. On June 11, 1776, the congress created three
different committees to draft a declaration of independence, prepare a plan “for forming
foreign alliances” (John Dickinson, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Benjamin Harrison,
and Robert Morris) and “prepare and digest the form of a confederation” (a committee with
one member from each of the states). Many members of the congress, responding cautiously
to the Lee Resolution, wanted instructions from their colonies before voting. On June 24,

the Pennsylvania Congress resolved that the states should be independent (see below).
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Ixn CONVENTTI ON,
Prefeat 112 members,
WeDNLSDAY, Muay 15, 1776.

FORASMUCH as ail the eadcavours of the UNITED
LCOLONIES, by the moft d.ceat v prefen;ations and petitions
to the King and Parliament of Great-Britaio, to refllore peace
ard iecusiry to Ametica under (he Britiith governmeat, and
2 rc-unten with chat people upon juft and liberal terms, in-
flead of a redrefs of gricvances, have produced, from an
imperious and vindidive adminiftration, increafed infult,
oppreilion, and 2 vigorous attempt to effc ¢t our cotal d: ftrue-
tivi, By a late ad, all thefe colonies are declared to beia
rebeilion, and out of the protefion of the Britith crown,
vur properties fubjedted to confifcation, our people, when
captivated, compelled to join inthe murder and plunder of
their relations and countrymen, and all former rapine and
opprelaon of Americans declared legal and jult.  Fleets and
aimies a1¢ railed, and the aid of foreign trocps engaged to
afiift thefe deltrultive purpofes. The King's reprefentative
iu this colony hath nat only withheld all the powers uf po-
veinmeit fo:@a operating tor our fafety, but, having retired
¢a board an armed (hip, is earrying on a piratical and favage
wui againtt us, tempting our flaves, by every arifice, to re.
(ore to him, and trdining and employing them again@t their
sialters.  In«his ftate of cxtreme danger, we have no alter-
nutive left bur an abje® fubmiflion to the will of thofe over-
bearing tyrants, or a total feparation from the crown and
government of Great Britain, uoiting and exerting the
ttrength of all America for defence, and forming alliances
with foreign powers for commerce and aid in war: Whefe-
fore appealing to the SEARCHER OF HEARTS for #he
firccrity of former dcclarations, expretfing our defire to pre-
ferve the connedtion with that nation, and chat we are diiven
from thait iuciination by their wicked councils, and the
eternal laws of flf-prefervation,

RESOLVED Unanimoufly, That the Delegates appointed to
reprefent this colory in Gereral Congrefs be inftructed to pro-
pofe to that refpeétable body TO DECLARE THE UNITED
COLONIES FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, ab-
folved from all allegiance to or dependénce upon, the crown
or pasliament of Great-Britzin; and that chey give the affent
of this colony to fuch declaration, and to whatever meafures .
may be thought proper and neceffary by the Congrefs for form-
ing foreign alliances, and A CONFEDERATION OF THE
COLONIES, at fuch time, and in the manner, as to them
fhall feem belt. Provided, that the power of forming govern-
meat: for, and the regulations of the internal concerns of each
colony, be left ta the refpedtive colonial legiflatures.

RESOLVE D Unanimoufly, That a Committee be appointed
to preparc A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, and fuch a
plan of government as will be moft likely to maintain peace
and ordcr in this colony, and fecurs fubflantial and cqual li-

berty to the people.
EDMUND PENDLETON, Prefiden*.
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-

Exiradl from tie Minyres, '+ -
CHARLES THOMEON, Secretary.
7he DECLARATION of t/¢ Dirurisy
SPENNSYLV ANLA wet in ProvinCiaL
Conrrrencs ol Philadelplia,  Funs 24, 1776,
W HEREAS George the Third, King of Great-
: Britain, &c. in violation of rhe principles of
the, Britfh Confljtution, and ot the laws f jufbée and
humanity, hath by an accumulatao of opy raflons unpis
raliefed in hiltery, excluded the nhabitasts of this
with the other American Colorics from hig proiedjon s
And whereas ‘he hath' pald no ‘regard o any of opf
vemonftrances and ' dutiful “pedicns for * redrefs: of
our complicated grievances; but hath fately purchafed
foreign troops to afhft in eaflaving ‘us, and hitly ex-
cited the Savages of this couptry 1o carry on a war
againlt us,'‘as”alfd the "Negroes to embra: their,
hands in the bjood of their mallers, in a manner un-
practifed by civilized 'nationss dnd moreover hath
lately infulted our calamiifes by declaring that he will
{hew us no mercy ntil bé has fubdued us: Afd whereas
the obligations of allegiance (being reciprocal betweon
a King and his fubject) are now diffolved-on the fide of
the Colonifls by ihe'delpoi'm and declaration of the
faid King, irfomuch that it now appears that luyalty to
him is tréafon dgainft the good peuple of this country!
AND WHerEAs not only the Parliyment, but there is
realon to believe too many of the people of Great-Bri-
taio Kavevoncurred in the aforglaid abiteary and unjufk
proceedings againft vs: And whereas the public virtue
of this Colony {fo ellential toita'liberiy and happinels)
muft he esdargered by 'a'future political nnion with, ar,
dependance upen a crown and pation [0 loft tv juRtice,
patriotiim and magnanimity : ) :
"WE THE DEPUTIES of the perple of.
Peanfplvania, affembled in rury Provineial Confervence,
for torming a plan for excﬁut;]ug ihe Relolve of Cons
grefs of the 13th of Mady Jalt, for fupprefling all authg<,
vivy'in this Province derived fromithe crown of Great-
Hritain, and for eftablifhidg a governmexit ppon the aus,
thority of the people only, DO, in this public raan-,
ner, in behalf of ourfelves, and with the aﬁprphmiun_,-d
confent and authority of our Conftijvents, UN AN I-,
MOUSLY. declare our willingnefs to cascur in a:
vote of the Congrefs, declaring the UnitepCorontus,
FREE AND INDEPENDANT STATES:
Prayided the forming the gaveriment,, and the regulas
tion of the internal palice of this Colony, be always re..
ferved to the people of the faid Colony: And we do
farthee call upon the nations of” Hurape, and appeal 1o
‘fahe great Arbirer and Governor of the empires pf she
worldito witnefs for us, that this Declaration did not -
originate in ambition or inan impaticace of lanful au-
~ thority. but that we were driven to it in_obedience (0
the firft principles of mature by the oppreffons and crus;
elties of the aforefaid King and Parliament of Great. Bri«
tain, as the only poflible meafurs that was left us to pre-
ferve arnd efablith oer liberties, and to tranfmic them
" inviolate to pofterity. e
P i Si_gﬂéi by erdor of 115 Conferenre,
THOMAS M(KEAN, PrestoesT.
InCONFERE N CE held at Pb“nn"tfff:lia, '}.EIJ’J

Junts 1'.«'?6.'_ Tl
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The task for drafting a declaration of independence was given to John Adams, delegate from
Massachusetts. He organized a “Committee of Five” that included himself, Benjamin Franklin,
Robert Livingston, Robert Sherman, and Thomas Jefterson, whom Adams asked to write the
draft because of his talents as a writer and his good reputation. Thomas Jefferson was renting
quarters at the Graff House in Philadelphia, where for just over two weeks, from June 11 to June
28, 1776, he wrote the masterpiece of the Declaration of Independence.

On July 2, 1776, the “Commuttee of Five” presented Jellerson’s draft, or “The Resolution

for Independence,” to the Continental Congress. The committee of the whole voted:

Resolved, That these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and
mdependent States, that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and
that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain 1s, and ought to
be, totally dissolved.

That it 1s expedient forthwith to take the most effectual measures for forming foreign
Alhances.

That a plan of confederation be prepared and transmitted to the respective Colonies

for their consideration and approbation, Congress adopted the first part (the declaration).
The words of the Lee Resolution are echoed n the Declaration of Independence.
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Credit: Adoption of the Resolution Calling for Independence from kngland; 7/2/1776; Reports on Admiistrative Affairs of the
Congress; Papers of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789; Records of the Continental and Confederation Congresses and the
Constitutional Convention, Record Group 360; National Archives Building, Washington, DC.
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Twelve colonies voted mn favor. New York abstained until receiving mstructions from its
Convention, which voted in favor on July 9, 1776. The Treaty plan was not approved until
September 1776. The plan of confederation, introduced first by Franklin a year before, was

not passed until November 1777.
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“The resolution for independency, agreed to July 2. 1776”

Congress revised the document over the next two days. On July 4th, it adopted the
Declaration of Independence, which provided the reasons for the resolution of July 2. The
Pennsylvamia Evening Post published the Declaration that evening (see below). The
Pennsylvania Gazette published it the following day (see below).

The Declaration was no ordinary document. John Adams, in a letter to his wife,

recognized the exceptional nature of the event:

The second day of July, 1776, will be memorable epocha in the history of America. I am
apt to believe that it will be celebrated by succeeding generations, as the great Anniversary
Festival. It ought to be commemorated, as the day of deliverance by solemn acts of
devotion to God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with pomp, shews, games, sports,

guns, bells, bonfires and illuminations, from one end of the continent to the other, from
this time forward forever.

Vil
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

VOL. V.

GENERA

In CONGRESS, July 4 1776.

A DECLARATION by the REPRESENTAVIVES
o the UNITED STATES of AMERICA,
in Genenar Conariss afembled.

W HEN in the courfe of human events,

it becomes neceflary for one People to

W diflolve the political bands which have

5 conneéted them with another, and to

L ’g affume among the powers of the earth,

ﬁ& g% the feparate and equal flation to

i which the laws of Nature and of

Nature's God entitle them, a decent respe@ to the

opinions of mankind requires that they fhould declare
the caufes which impel them to the feparation.

We hold thefe truths to be felf-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable rights that among
thefe are life, liberty, and the purfuit of happinefs—
That to fecure thefe rights, Governments are inflituted
among men, deriving their jut powers from the con-
fent of the governed, that whenever any form of Go-
vernment becomes deftrutive of thefe ends, it is the
right of the People to alter or to abolifh it, and to in-
Ritute new Government, laying its foundation on fuch
principles, and organizing its powers in fuch form, as
to them fhall feem moft Iiiely to effe&t their fatety and
happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Go-
vernments long cftablifhed fhould not be changed for
Jight and tranfient caufes; and dingly all experi-
ence hath thewn, thac mankind are more difpofed to
fuffer, while evils are fufferable, than to right them-
felves by abolithing the forms to which they are accus-
tomed, But, when a long train of abufes and ufurpa-
tions, purfuing invariably the fame obje&, évinces a
defign to reduce them under abfolute defpotifm, it is
their right, it is their duty, to throw off fuch Govern-
ment, and to provide new guards for their future
fecurity. Such hasbeen the patient fufferance of thefe
Colonies, and fuch is now the neceflity which conftrains
them to alter their former (yftems of Government,
The hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a
hiftory of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having
indirect cbjeét the eftablifhment of an absolute tyranny
over thefe States, To prove this, let fats be fubmit-
ted to a candid world,

He has refufed his affent to laws, the moft whole-
fome and neceffary for the public good

He has forbidden his Governors to pafs laws of imme-
diateand preffing importance, unlefs fufpended in their
operation till hisaflent fhould be obtained; and when fo
fufpended, he has utterly neglefted to attend to them.

¢ has refufed to pafs other laws for the accommo-
dation of large diltriéts of people, unlefs thofe people
would relinquifh the right of reprefentation in the Ee
giflature, a right ineftimable to them, and formidable
to tyrants only. ¢

e has called together legiflative bodies at places
unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the depofi-
tory of their public records, for the fole purpofe of
fatiguing them into pli with his meaft

He has diffolved Reprefentative Houfes peatedly,
for oppofing with manly firmnefs his invafions on the
rights of the People,

He has refufed for a long time, after fuch diffoluti-
ons, to caufe others to be eleéted; wherehy the legifla-
tive powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned
to the people at large for their exercife ; the State re-
maining in the mean time expofed toall the dangers of
invafion from without, and convulfions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of
thefe States; for that purpose obftru&ting tge laws for
naturalization of foreigners ; refufing to pafs others to
encourage their migrations hither, and raifing the con-
ditions of new appropriations of lands

He has obftruéted the adminitration of juflice, by re-
fufing hisaffent tolaws for eftablifhing judiciary powers.

He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for
the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment
of their falaries,

) He has ere@ted a multitude of new offices, and sent
hither fwarms of officers to harrafs our people, and eat
out their fubftance.

l'!: .‘m.kepr among us, in times of peace, flanding
armies, without the confent of our Legislature.

He has affeéted to render the military independent
of, and fuperior to, the civil power.

M ONDA.yY,

L

N U M B. 246.

THE

ADVERTISER

J U L Y 8th,

1776.

_ He has combined with ithers, to fubje usto a ju-
rifdiction foreign to our conflitution, and unacknow-
ledged by our laws; giving his afent to their acts of
pretended legislation:

Forquartering large bodiesofarmed troo) samongus:

For;mxe&ing them, by a mock trial, from punifh-
ment for any murders which they fhould commit on
the inhabitants of thefe States:

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world :

For impofing taxes on us without our confent:

For depriving us, in many cafes, of the benefits of
trial by jury:

For lunl{)oning us beyond feas to be tried for pre-
tended offences:

For abolifhing the free fyftem of Englifh laws in a
neighbouring province, eftablithing therein an arbitra.
ry G and enlarging its boundaries, fo as
to render it at once an example and fit inftrament for
introducing the fame abfolute rule into thefe Colonies:

For taking away our charters, abolifhing our moft
valuable laws, and altering fundamently the forms
of our Governments :

fufpending our own I , and declarin,
themfelves invefted with power to legiflate for us in all
cafes whatfoever,

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us
out of his prote&tion and waging war againft us,

He has plundered our feas, ravaged our coafts, burnt
our towns, and deftroyed the lives of our people.

He is, at this time, tranfporting large armies of fo-
reign mercenaries to complete the works of death, de-
folation and tyranny, already begun with circumftances
of craeliy and perfidy fKarsely paralleled in the moft
barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a
civilized nation,

He has conftrained our fellow citizens taken captive
on the high feas to bear arms again®t their country to
become the executioners of their friends and brethren,
or to fall themfelyes by their hands.

He has excited domeflic insurreétions amongft us,
and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our
frontiers, the mercilefs Indian favages, whose known
rule of warfare, is an undiftinguifhed deftruétion of all
ages, fexes and conditions,

Inevery flage of thefe oppreflions we have petitioned
for redrels in the moft humble terms: Our repeated
petitions have-been anfwered only by repeated injury.
A Prince whofe character is thus marked by every aét
which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler ofa
free people.

Nor have we been wanting iu attentions to our Bri-
tith brethren. We have warned them from time to
time of attempts by their legiflature to extend an un-
warrantable jurifdi&tion ovar us, We have reminded
them of the circumflances of our emigration and fettle-
ment here, We have appesled to their native juftice
and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the
ties of our common kindred to difavow thefe usurpa-
tions, which, would inevitably interrupt our conrjeéti-
ons and corre(pondence, They too have been deaf to
the voice of juftice and confanguinity, ~We muft,
therefore, acquiefce in the necefiity which denounces
our feparation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of
mankind, enemies in war, in peace, friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, in Genzral Conoress
aflembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the
World for the reétitude of our intentions, do, in the
name, and by the authority of the good People of thefe
Colonies, folemnly publish and declare, That thefe
United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, FREE
and INDEPENDENT STATES; that they are
abfolved from all allegiance to the Britifh Crown, and
that all political connetion between them and the
State of Erenl-Briz-in, is and ought to be totally dif-
folved; and that as FREE and INDEPENDENT
STATES, they have full power to levy war, conclude
peace, contraét alliances, eftablifh commerce, -n_d to
do all other alts and things which INDEPENDENT
STATES may of right do, And for the fupport of
this Declaration, witha firm reliance on the protetion
of divine Providence, we mutually pledge toeach other
our lives, our fortunes, and our facred honor.

Signed by order and in bebalf of Congrefs,
JOHN HANCOCK, Prefident.
Atteft: Cuartes THompson, Secretary.

Philadelpbia, Fuly 8, 1776.
HE P s ling the
publication of this news-paper at this day,
obliges the Printer to inform thofe Gentlemen
indebted for this paper longer than Twelve
Months, that, without pay, it cannot be conti-
nued to them more than {"our Weeks from this
date.——Subfcribers at a diftance can fend their
money by letter (Poft paid) or any other fpeedy
way that may fuit them beft: And Subfcribers in
and near Baltimore will pleafe to fettle their ac-
compts with Mr. James Haves, of that place,
who is fully authorifed to receive the fame.
OHN DUNLAP,

TJupt publifbed and to be fold by JOHN DUNLAP,
in Market-fireet, Philadelpbia,

OBSERVATIONS

O N T H E

Nature of CIVIL LIBERTY, the Principles
of GOVERNMENT, and the Juftice and
Policy of the WAR with AMERICA,

To which is added,

An APPENDIX, containing a flate of the Nation-
al Debt, an eftimate of the money drawn from the
Public by the taxes, and an account of the National
Income and Expenditure fince the lat War,
Heu miferi cives; non Hoflem, inimicague cafira,

Vg/‘fru Spes -rfn':./’ 4 \/’uc.
By RICHARD PRICE, D.D.F R.S.
¥ * This learned judicious and liberal author had
the thanks of the Common Council, and the Freedom
of the City of London prefented to him in a gold box,
for this his much admired moft excellent pamphlet on

Civil Liberty—And for which he alfo deferves the

united thanks of America.

OW to be difpofed of by wholefale, on
reafonable terms for ready money, or fhort credit
giving fecurity if required) by JOHN MURRAY,
at the Trap, Philadelphia County, all the GOOD S
he has now on hand, amounting to twelve hundred
unds, or thereabouts.——Alfo to be difpofed of, the
eafe of the Houfe and Stores now in his pofleffion,
N.B. As faid MURRAY intends ?uilﬁng bufinefs in
that part of the country, he b?s all thofe indebted to
him to fend in their accompts and receive their money.

Tobe SOLD by PUBLIC VENDUE,
at Capt. Kendal Cole’s, near Haddonfield, in New-
J;rfey, on Monday, the 8h day of July inftant, at

‘en o'clock in the moming,
BETWEEN ﬁx\‘ynndfevtmy CATTLE,a large
part of which will confift of four years old fteers and
fpayed heifers; the remainder dry cows, oxen, bulls,
young cattle, and cows and calves; at which time and
place the conditions of fale will be inade known. f

Philadelphia, Fuly 1, 1776.
Tobe SOLD by PUBLIC SALE,
on Monday the 22d inftant, (July) at feven o'clock in
the evening, at the London Coffee-houfe,
A CERT AN lot or piece of ground, fituate on
hi

the north fide of Mulberry or Arch-ftreet, between
ird and Fourth-ftrects, in this city, being 25 fect
front on faid ftreet, and 124 feet in depth. And on
Tuefday the 23d inftant, at three o'clock in the after-
noon, will be sold at the fign of the Mermaid, in Ken-
fington, fifteen lots of ground, fituate in Kenfington
aforefaid, agreeable to a plan to be feen at the Coffee-
houfe and at the place of Ele, viz. four lots 19 and a
half feet front nc}: on a ftreet so feet wide, called Queen-
ftreet, and about 82 feet decp; five lots 20 feet front
cach on a ftreet 30 feet wide, called Bifhop ftreet, and
78 feet deep; four lots 19 and a half feet front each on
a ftreet 52 feet wide, being the firlt freet from the river
Delaware and running parallel with it; one water-lot 78
feet front on the laft mentioned ftreet, and extending in
depth to low-water mark ; alfo one lot fituate on Marl-
borough-ftreet, between Queen-ftreet and the river De-
laware, being 20 feet front on faid ftreet and 100 feet
deep. Al the faid lots are clear of ground-rent. Late
the eftate of Jofeph Watkins, fen. deceafed.
OSEPH WATKINS,
AMES WATKINS,
SAMUEL DAVIS,
N.B. If the weather fhould prove unfavourable the
fale will begin on the next fair day,

l l; IGHT thoufand acres of good LAND
o

} Executors.

in the County of Albany and Province of New
rk to be fold by CHARLES WHARTON.

Boterad, aceording to Act of Congrons, s the year 1536, by ¥, v. VONDERSMITH, in the Offce of the Lidvavian of Congress, at Washington, D.C

1A
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Thirty-two years later, Adams reflected on the essence of the revolution to Hezekiah
Niles, “The American Revolution was not a common event. Its effects and consequences
have already been awful over a great part of the globe. And when and where are they to
cease?” The Revolution, he wrote, was not the war, but “in the minds and hearts of the
people, a change n their religious sentiments of their duties and obligations.”

He also reflected on the annual orations that had become part of July 4th. Writing to
posterity, he encouraged them to study the Revolution, but not simply for the “glorioles” of
mdividual deeds and greatness. Rather historians should study the Revolution to learn the

uniqueness of its combination of eternal principles and the traditions of a particular people.

To this end 1t 1s greatly to be desired that young gentlemen of letters in all the states,
especially i the thirteen original states, would undertake the laborious, but certainly
mteresting and amusing, task of searching and collecting all the records, pamphlets,
newspapers, and even handbills which m any way contributed to change the temper and
views of the people and compose them into an independent nation....

In this research, the glorioles of individual gentlemen and of separate states 1s of little
consequence. The means and the measures are the proper objects of investigation. These
may be of use to posterity, not only in this nation, but in South America and all other
countries. They may teach mankind that revolutions are no trifles; that they ought never
to be undertaken rashly; nor without deliberate consideration and sober reflection; nor
without a solid, immutable, eternal foundation of justice and humanity; nor without a
people possessed of intelligence, fortitude, and integrity sufficient to carry them with
steadiness, patience, and perseverance through all the vicissitudes of fortune, the fiery
trials, and melancholy disasters they may have to encounter.

Perhaps there 1s no finer statement on the essence of American conservatism.

Many thanks to our authors and reviewers. We wish all our readers a happy Fourth of July.

The Editor



